



ROUND TABLE



at the A.F.R. Office, on the 20th of August, 2002


Dear Colleagues and Friends,


Please let me thank you for your presence here, at the Round Table today, which has a great significance for our Association: This is the first joint action whose beneficiaries are Romanian women, in the new A.F.R. office.


We are glad that representatives of some very active, experienced organisations, with a large area of activity are here today, coming from places like Bucharest, Pitesti, Brasov, Galati. Also, there are some representatives of institutions which are interested in promoting an adequate statute in our country.

Why today at A.F.R.? Because there is a long time since we have known what everyone else is doing, how we handle things, what successes we have and what we have not been able to accomplish in 13 years of activity. 


The solidarity among organisations of women or for women is a must during this difficult period, especially for women.



It is time we knew each other better, recognized our potential, created a starting point for developing a common strategy and shared working techniques with our beneficiaries, in order to consolidate the communication with our governors and a more pregnant image in the media.


A.F.R., as the first democratic organisation of women in Romania created after 1989, lider of the civil society in our country, whose purpose has been for the last 13 years the promotion of an adequate statute for Romanian women, has the obligation to enforce women’s movement and we strongly hope we are making a big step in that direction.


 As the initiator of the women’s movement in Romania, A.F.R. has a large audience because of the pragmatic approach of the problems Romanian women run into. Our association has 9350 active and beneficiary members in Bucharest and in 20 branches in counties of our country.


That is why we want to develop a strong link between organisations, committees, associations that are active in women’s benefit both in the country and abroad.


We therefore invite you to unite our forces in order to make Romanian become conscience of their situation, help them develop new abilities and take the responsability of positive changes both in their personal life and in the community.


How we will manage to do this, what plan we have to develop, how credible we will be for our beneficiaries, for the governors, media representatives and financers IS ENTIRELY UP TO US, the same way it depends on us not to fail once again the transformation of a good intention into a REALITY.


 A National Council was created once; Coalitions and Forums were developed and they had more or less success, but none of this has turned into commun long-term projects at the national level. We represent here today a small number of NGOs and institutions, but this is only the first attempt A.F.R. has done through the internet. This is a test to see how active the Romanian women’s movement is and how open to solidarity, but it is also a test to check the possibilities of on-line communication.


There are around 70 organisations of women and for women, but how many of them still function, what problems they have or what they have accomplished is known only through hearsay, is seen only a little, only at a local level and for a short time.


A.F.R. wants to develop today a program, which involves the creation of an alliance of all the forces involved in promoting women’s statute in Romania. We are open to any suggestion and we bring to you our experience accomplished through our projects, most of them having an international participation, like:

· “The Culture of Peace and Non-Violence”, training (partner from Holand);

· “The Management of Women’s Organisations”, seminar (partner from Switzerland);

· “Women Build Peace at Home, in the Country and Abroad” (partners from Holand and Norway);

· “Harmony in the Balkans”, training and cultural event with partners from Holand, Canada, Bulgaria and R. Yugoslavia;

· “To a Commun Future”, training with partners from R. Yugoslavia;

· “Different Cultures Can Make a United Europe”, a project for adult education with partners from England, Italy and Hungary (Portugal in 2003).

Although we have achieved results at the regional and international level, we believe that we do not have the respect we deserve or the support we need for accomplishing our programs.


One of the causes of this situation is the fact that we do not take action together!


Women in Romania represent 51% of the entire population but, even after 13 years of democracy, they still are a “minority majority” which is waiting to take their proper place in the society.


Women from Romania and from Central-East European Countries are still less represented into the politics and in the decision-making process. They earn less money than men for the same job. 


What can women do to change this situation?


Women can take some action in order to make the governors take into account their wishes. Until governors understand that women want to make some real changes not only in their benefit, but also in the benefit of their families and children, all promissing declarations will not value more than the paper they have been written on. 


We, women, must be aware of the force we represent.


We must get involved more in the decisional process, because we are able to guarantee, the way we have prooved it many times, the unity and the integrity of a society during crises or catastrophes.


If you have answered today to our invitation, that means we are still optimistic and confident that this Alliance may be accomplished. How? We will decide that together and, the next time we meet, those who do not benefit from internet services, but have a great heart and want to participate will be here also.


Loyal to our slogan, “HELP ME TO HELP YOU”, A.F.R. is launching today the idea of a partnership, through the accomplishement of commun programes.


In the end I ask you to identify our priorities together, to find solutions and working modalities. We will work step by step and we will develop our COMMUNICATION abilities, in order to be informed all the time. We do not want to create a huge institution with a fragile basis, but a viable and credible network, so that we are able to cooperate with anyone that is willing to take part at our programes and support us.


Whoever wants to be part of this structure is welcome; whoever wants to give a precise support is invited. Let’s start today and see who of the persons here wants to be part of this initiative and with what ressources they can come.


We do not have enough time to complain anymore. We must prove to ourselves, first of all, and to the others, afterwards, that Romanian women are organised and able to make decisions. Our time will come soon, but we have to be ready when that happens.

Liliana Pagu

President of Women’s Association of Romania   

